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What do you think Branch Rickey’s (Harrison Ford) motivations were for signing Robinson?
For Rickey, Robinson presented a rare chance. Rickey did not believe in and opposed the notion of discrimination according to race. Rickey also had the notion that Negro Leagues had some great untapped potential, and the talent could prove instrumental in gaining a competitive edge for his team in Major League Baseball. Rickey knew and expected that Robinson would be subjected to assault, jeers, threats and abuse. His assessment was that Robinson would remain dignified and retain his prowess as a high-quality player.
What does Robinson’s story demonstrate about the power of sport to overcome racial and other social barriers? How does his story demonstrate that sport can be an agent for change? What are some specific examples of Robinson’s story?
The story of Robinson links the value and obsession of sport with freedom. The story occurs in a time of extreme segregation and Brooklyn was worse hit with the racial struggle. The story demonstrates that acceptability of a person is through the judgment of character, not prejudice and only then can freedom be part of both parties. Sports served as a tool for change by magnifying the failings of a society and finding a candidate that acted and engaged the community as a champion for change (Kelly, 2011). The team came to accept Robinson through his quality on the field. 
How does Robison’s story demonstrate that even sport (a sometimes unifying force) is not removed from the broader racial problems of the American society at the time? What are some specific examples of the racial discrimination (deeply rooted beliefs, perceptions, and stereotypes) that Robinson faced?
Robinson’s story illustrates that sport is also engrained with racial discrimination. The character was met with opposition from fans and teammates alike who did not approve the selection of a Black man on their white team. Some players even proceeded to switch teams for the same reason. When Robinson is insulted by Chadman and booed by the crowd and he feels like he can’t take it anymore, Rickey convinces him to pursue through it since they are all blinded at the time (Cooper, Macaulay, & Rodriguez, 2017). 
Do you think that today sports still perpetuate racial problems in the American society? Why or why not? How does sports reflect the broader racial problems still present in today’s American society?
The sport’s sector is still engrained with notions of racialism manifesting through symbolism such as throwing of bananas instead of calling someone a monkey. Sports today are moved by the society, and do not operate separate from it. Sports activism I the society today can be translated as athletes voicing their opinions that they are citizens of conscience (Wulf, 2019) and that their speeches illuminate the truth to power by fighting for justice.
Does Robinson’s story through the film create a false sense that equality was reached in baseball once Robinson played for the Dodgers? While his story is an important one, does dramatizing a story like Robinson’s lead the audience to think that sports in America today is free of racial tension and discrimination?
The film ends on a note that may assume that equality is reached within the baseball fraternity once other clubs take their picks at potential negro players. The dramatic presentation does lead the viewers to assume that there is no form of racial discrimination and tension in the sports industry in America today.
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